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3.0  Needs Analysis

Ideally, urban parks of all sizes are surrounded by streets and 
buildings that face into them

(Photo courtesy of Alex S.  MacLean)

3.1  Successful Urban Parks

Successful urban parks share the common features 
of accessibility, visibility, and management.  
Together, these features activate a park and directly 
improve safety in and around it. 

Accessibility:  An ideal park is fronted on all or 
most sides by streets. These encourage access 
from multiple points and offer routes in and out 
of the park. The park entrance should also be 
welcoming to attract responsible users.  

Visibility: Streets and buildings around a park 
increase visibility into and out of the park, 
effectively promoting safety through design.  

Management: Credible park management 
ensures long term use and maintenance, 
promoting a healthy and attractive atmosphere.  
Management can also deter loiterers.  

These are important to consider in planning for the 
Peoplestown Parks because of their urban setting. 

3.2  Opportunities and Constraints

The inventory provides the basis for the analysis of 
opportunities and issues that drive the conceptual 
master plan design. This section analyzes those 
elements to determine park needs.

Opportunities

Very little of DL Stanton Park has been utilized, 
providing a blank slate of opportunity.

The parks are adjacent to the BeltLine, providing 
direct future access to a large, multi-use trail.

The surrounding neighborhood faces potential 
growth, providing potential weekday and 
weekend park users.

Several schools are located near the parks and 
represent potential users.

The relatively flat terrain of DL Stanton Park 
allows it to accommodate large fields and multi-
use spaces.

The DL Stanton Park playground and Rick 
McDevitt Youth Center demonstrate strong 
community support for their facilities.

DL Stanton Park can have a pedestrian and 
emergency entrance at its northeast corner in 
order to increase safety and visibility into the 
park.

Increased public art could benefit both parks.

Vacant and marginal lands by both parks 
could be acquired to expand the parks or be 
redeveloped into park-supportive uses.

Topography in DL Stanton Park allows buildings 
to tuck into the hill and offer rooftop gardens.

Constraints

Both parks have seen incidents of crime and 
suspicious activity.

DL Stanton Park has only one entrance from 
Boynton Avenue and Martin Street, creating a 
disconnect between the neighborhood and the 
old recreation center.

3.3  Summary of Community Input

Community members guided the planning process 
and ensured that neighborhood needs were 
reflected in it.  Major summary points include:

There is strong desire to build a new recreation 
center, anticipated to be between 20,000 and 
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30,000 square feet.

A baseball field is desired in DL Stanton Park. 
Funding is currently in place for construction in 
2009. 

A linear greenway to connect the two parks  
along the south side of Boynton Avenue is a 
desirable option if larger park expansion is not 
immediately feasible.  However, if additional 
right of way is needed to accommodate the 
greenway, it would be dependent on future 
acquisition and development.

A walking trail is needed within DL Stanton Park. 
This could connect to the future BeltLine trail. 

Basketball courts are suggested to be relocated 
to the southeast corner of Four Corners Park for 
increased visibility along Hank Aaron Drive.

The William McDevitt Youth Center could be 
replaced by a new improved recreation center.

Flexible park spaces are preferred to more 
specific programmed elements.

The community would like park improvements 
to focus on environmental excellence, including 
striving for LEED certification.

An aquatic center is also desired, but due to the 
anticipated cost of $15 to $20 million dollars, 
it is not in the City’s funding plans and would 
need to be funded through other means.  The 
community would bear the responsibility 
for obtaining resources for construction and 
operation.

The community would like to see gardens provided if the 
community supported park expansion is acquired

Flexible spaces that can serve a variety of uses are desired

DL Stanton Park will soon house a
community-supported baseball fi eld
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Four Corners Park Option A

A wall/trellis/picnic area integrates the graffiti art 
wall with active uses.

The playground stays in its current location.

Basketball courts move to the southeast for 
visibility.

Tennis courts are a new amenity.

A fire ring serves as a community gathering 
place.

Community gardens include a corner sculpture.

A lawn is shown in the potential expansion area.

4.1  Concept Process

A range of concepts was developed to assist 
designers and the community in understanding 
potential park elements and their physical needs. 
These concepts were also important in gaining 
feedback and determining which elements to 
include in the Master Plan. 

Summaries of the various options are presented 
below.  The comments from the most preferred 
option for each park were carried forward for 
refinement in the Master Plan phase. 

4.2  Four Corners Park Options

Three options were developed for Four Corners 
Park.  Based on public feedback, Option B was the 
most preferred option, and also the most closely 
aligned with the previous park visioning effort.

4.0  Concept Development

Community members discuss park 
planning at a community open house
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Four Corners Park Option B

A plaza incorporates a corner sculpture.

A picnic area with trellis incorporates the 
graffiti art wall.

The playground remains in its current 
location.

Basketball courts are moved to the 
southeast corner for visibility.

Tennis courts are added.

A lawn area serves as a community 
gathering place.

Community gardens are shown in the 
park expansion area.

A fruit tree grove is also included in the 
park expansion area. 

Four Corners Park Option C

A wall/trellis/picnic area integrates the 
graffiti art wall with active uses.

A playground incorporates a corner 
sculpture in the northeast.

Basketball courts remain in their current 
location.

Tennis courts are added as a new 
amenity.

A formal lawn serves as a gathering 
place.

Community gardens are located in the 
park expansion area.

A fruit tree grove is also included in the 
park expansion area. 

Parking is located along the southern 
edge of Boynton Avenue.
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DL Stanton Park Option B

A baseball field is oriented 
to the northwest and would 
require minimal grading.

A multi-use field is the focal 
point from Boynton Avenue, 
and a new Recreation Center 
is shown built into the hillside 
in southwest corner.

A splash pad and playground 
are located beyond the 
baseball trajectory.

Parking is located inside 
the park, but is kept at the 
western edge and includes 
a turnaround and drop-off 
area.

DL Stanton Park Option A

A baseball field is oriented 
to the northwest and would 
require minimal grading.

A multi-use field is overlaid on 
the baseball field in order to 
save space.

A new recreation center is 
the focal point from Boynton 
Avenue and an aquatic center 
is located where the recreation 
center now sits.

A splash pad and playground 
are located near the entry for 
ease of use.

Parking is located inside the 
park,  but is kept at the northern 
edge.  It includes a turnaround 
and drop-off area.
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4.3  DL Stanton Park Options

Three options were also developed for DL Stanton 
Park.  In each concept the playground was shown 
oversized, allowing ample room to accommodate 
earthwork and land sculpting.

The Steering Committee preferred Option B because 
it tucked the Recreation Center into the southwest 
hillside and allowed the eastern portion of the 
park to be used for field sports.  This arrangement 
also allows for the active, programmed space to 
be located closest to the park entrance, with more 
open areas located in the eastern portion of the 
park. DL Stanton Park awaits a new master plan in order to

showcase many new amenities for the community

DL Stanton Park Option C

A baseball field is oriented to 
the northeast (this is ideal), 
but grading is required.

A multi-use field is the focal 
point from Boynton Avenue.

The splash pad and 
playground arrangement 
allows ample room for 
earthwork and interaction.

A soft-surface trail meanders  
and encourages exploration 
into all areas of the park.

Note: In this concept, the Recre-
ation Center is located on future 
park expansion land, allowing 
the current park area to be used 
largely for greenspace.
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