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  APPENDIX

VI SI ON, NEEDS AND OPPORTUNI TI ES

These are the list of sision statements as ǁell as the Needs and Opportunities that ǁere discussed at community 
meetings and voted on by those attending the meetings. They are listed here is the order of the votes received, from 
highest to loǁest.

VI SI ON

VI SI ON STATEMENTS

Be a bikeable, ǁalkable and pedestrianͲoriented community oīering a variety of safe transportation options 
such as sideǁalks, streetscapes, greenǁay trails, bike lanes, and ADA accessibility
�ǆpand MARTA and public transit services ǁith increased access to transit throughout the City

,ave a diverse and balanced housing stock that provides aīordable housing, options to meet the needs at each 
stage of life, a range of incomes and economic situations, and proǆimity to ũobs and services

Be a diverse community in terms of race, age, and income by focusing on its youth and attracting young profes-
sionals ǁhile planning for an aging population

Provide City services efficiently, have infrastructure in good repair, be safe and clean, have abundant, accessible 
and ǁell maintained parks and greenspace, and a develop a long term ǁater supply
Respect and maintain the character of the City s͛ residential neighborhoods and preserve single-family residen-
tial neighborhoods

Be sustainable City in terms of energy, ǁasteͲrecycling, ǁater management, land use, site design and green 
building ǁell as local food productionͬurban agriculture in order to ensure a clean, healthy and attractive City 
and neighborhoods

Preserve and enhance natural resources ʹ ǁatersheds, streams and ǁaterǁaysͲ and maintain the tree canopy

Promote neighborhoodͲscaled nodes ǁith Ƌuality retail and cultural opportunities

Develop a balanced, multiͲmodal transportation system that provides choices for local and regional trips.
Focus on the redeveloping of the commercial corridors and neighborhood centers

Brand the City neighborhoods͛ identity by preserving the uniƋue character of established neighborhoods and 
supporting revitaliǌation eīorts that ǁill increase housing opportunities and neighborhood stability

,ave a strong, diverse economic base that provides a range of businesses and employment opportunities that 
meet the needs of City residents

,ave a revitaliǌed Doǁntoǁn that serves as the heart and soul of the City͖ ǁhile continuing the ensure the vital-
ity of its maũor employment centers

Revitaliǌe and protect historic buildings, sites and neighborhoods that tell the City s͛ story and ensure inĮll devel-
opment that preserves neighborhood character

,ave an urban environment that promotes community health and physical activity for all age groups
,ave a Ƌuality educational institutions that meet the needs of residents

Communities are better connected to each other and there are ample opportunities in ǁhich to invest, live, 
ǁork, play, and raise a family

Promote economic development through investments in transportation infrastructure

38 1381



 APPENDIX  

VI SI ON STATEMENTS

,ave active and engaged stakeholders that participate in City government and play a key role in achieving its 
vision
,ave an adeƋuate infrastructure for special needs populations dispersed throughout the City
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NEEDS and OPPORTUNI TI ES

POPULATI ON

Population Ͳ Eeeds

The City has concentrated areas of poverty. The poverty rate has increased since ϮϬϭϬ.
Some areas of the City have eǆperienced increased groǁth ǁhile others have had very sloǁ groǁth or a 
declining population
The City s͛ population is aging. The population over ϲϬ has increased by ϭϭ,ϬϬϬ since ϮϬϬϬ.
Atlanta s͛ proportion of population under ϮϬ continues to decline.

Population ʹ Opportunities
Work to attract a diverse miǆ of population Ͳ  to include singles, couples, children, retiresͬseniors, 
empty nesters and families, as ǁell as all ethnic backgrounds and income levels. 
Create policies to encourage and promote groǁth in areas ǁith sloǁ groǁthͬdeclining population

Develop plan to meet the needs of an aging population, provide the ability to age in place in all City 
Neighborhoods and aīordably
City of Atlanta population is forecasted to continue groǁing.
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ECONOMI C DEVELOPMENT

�conomic Development Ͳ Eeeds
There is a lack of grocery stores and basic retail services in many areas of the City.
There are blighted neighborhood commercial districts,  commercial and industrial corridors and dis-
tricts. Many of these areas have the ǁrong type of retail.
ϯ out ϱ ǁorking Atlantan s͛ leave the city for ǁork ǁhile ϰ out ϱ ǁorkers in Atlanta come from else-
ǁhere.
Atlanta has a high share of high skill ũobs and loǁ ǁage ũobs but a loǁ share of ũobs in middle ǁage 
industries.
A high percentage of residents ;ϰϲйͿ have a college degree. At the same time, high percentage of 
residents ;ϯϵйͿ only have high school diploma or lack a high school diploma.
Yuality of life in the City needs to be improved to support recruitment and retention of Įrms 

The City has not gained all of the ũobs it has lost since ϮϬϬϬ.

�conomic Development ʹ Opportunities
Partner ǁith Atlanta Public Schools to create a neighborhoodͲbased educational system that can be-
come a key asset in attracting residents to live and ǁork in Atlanta. 
Focus on neighborhood economic development Ͳ  rehabilitation and investment in neighborhood com-
mercial  districts and ǁork to attract grocery stores and basic retail in targeted areas.

Through collaboration ǁith the City s͛ educational institutions, provide ũob readiness skills, skills training 
and careerͲbased educational services to train and prepare the City s͛ ǁorkforce for tomorroǁ s͛ econo-
my.

�nhance the role of the City as the hub for regional transit and other transportation netǁorks to alloǁ 
the easy access to ũobs and commerce that are the lifeblood of the city. 

Atlanta has a diversiĮed economy. Atlanta is a regional and national serving economy for  Film, Tour-
ism, ,igher �ducation, Sports and �ntertainment and through ,artsĮeldͲJackson Atlanta International 
Airport and its supported industries.Ͳ freight, logistics and cargo transportation.
Taǆ Allocation Districts ;TADͿ play an important role in helping revitaliǌe priority economic development 
corridors and redevelopment areas.

Concentration of colleges, universities, research institutions ǁill promote innovation, research, ũobs and 
attract a talented and ǁell educated ǁorkforce.
The City of Atlanta is still the premiere ũob center for the Atlanta MSA and the state of 'eorgia.
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HOUSI NG

,ousing Ͳ Eeeds
Some neighborhoods have a high concentration, vacant and abandoned many ǁith code violation and 
absentee landlords.
The City s͛ ability to provide housing code enforcement is outͲpaced by the volume, back log and rate at 
ǁhich code violations occur and can be addressed therefore, substandard housing persists.

Lack of aīordable housing͗ Many of the aīordable housing developments in the City are being replaced 
ǁith market rate housing, the availability of Ƌuality aīordable housing is scarce particularly close to em-
ployment centers.
Many of the neǁ housing units, both for rent and for sale, are not aīordable to those earning the me-
dian household income.
'eographic concentration of loǁ income housing.
,ousing costs and neighborhood desirability are related to the Ƌuality and school achievement.

The city also lacks available housing for the Special Needs communities.

,ousing ʹ Opportunities
Through the Livable Centers Initiative ;LCIͿ plan, Ft. McPherson, Atlanta Beltline, Inc., MARTA s͛ TOD initia-
tive, transit oriented development has become a focus in the city s͛ planning eīorts. This encourages 
residential development at neǁ and eǆisting transit stations and it encourages miǆed income residential, 
ũob creation and economic development.
Continue to provide incentives to encourage homeoǁnership
ReƋuirements for aīordable housing in proũects ǁith city and county funds, inclusionary housing policies, 
TAD funding  and other programs can increase the number of aīordable housing units.

There are neǁ policies in place to increase the level of response to housing code violationsͲ improvements 
in the coordination betǁeen the Atlanta Police Department and the Office of Code Compliance.

Construction of a range of housing types has provided variety in the city s͛ housing market to meet resi-
dents͛ needs at all stages of life.

There are opportunities to coordinate among agencies and governmental entities to have a more signiĮ-
cant impact on targeted communities.  Areas ǁhere the City of Atlanta, the Atlanta Development Author-
ity, the Atlanta ,ousing Authority and State of 'eorgia s͛ Department of Community Aīairs can collaborate 
and make a ũoint investment can spur signiĮcant interest from the private development community͖ thus 
becoming a model for neighborhood stabiliǌation and revitaliǌation.   

The City of Atlanta, Invest Atlanta and its partners have several programs and tools to retain and maǆimiǌe 
the number of aīordable housing units produced annually.

Develop policies and programs to increase the availability of senior housing.
There is more housing at maũor employment centers, decreasing the ũobs to housing ratio.
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Eatural Resources Ͳ Eeeds
hrban forest land and the City s͛ tree canopy are disappearing.

The siǌe of Ňooded areas has groǁn due to increased volume and velocity of storm ǁater. FreƋuent Ňood-
ing is a consistent issue in some areas.

Spraǁling land development patterns contribute to the environmental degradation.
Soil erosion, stream bank erosion and sedimentation are the largest pollutants of streams in the City of 
Atlanta.
Rivers and streams, particularly the Chattahoochee River, are not accessible.

BroǁnĮelds and environmentally contaminated land are located in industrial areas and in former gas sta-
tions and drycleaners throughout the City.

The habitats of rare plants, ǁildlife are disappearing due to increased urbaniǌation.

Climate change is causing changes in average temperatures, rainfall, and the freƋuency and severity of 
storm events ǁhich have maũor negative impacts on the natural and built environment.

The City s͛ maũor streams are on the �nvironmental Protection Division s͛ ϯϬϯ;dͿ list for failing to meet State 
ǁater Ƌuality standards.

Eatural Resources ʹ Opportunities
Promote elements to support healthy communities Ͳ by improving access to food, promoting physical 
activities, ǁalkability and access to healthcare.
 Develop 'reenǁaysͬǁaterǁays along streams, increase accessibility to river and streams.
Promote and facilitate urban agriculture, green roofs, community gardens and rainǁater harvesting and 
particularly use of vacant land for community gardens.
Implement and enforce the neǁ amendments to the Tree ordinance ǁhich includes protection of the 
urban forest.
Promote environmentallyͲsensitive site design to protect environmentally sensitive areas and prevent 
mass grading and clear cuƫng.

Continue enforcement of the PostͲDevelopment Storm ǁater Management Ordinance to ensure that postͲ
development controls are functioning as designed.

Preserve, enhance and eǆpand the undeveloped Ňoodplain along the Chattahoochee River as public open 
space. Protect and enhance undisturbed and protected buīers along streams to protect and improve 
ǁater Ƌuality.
Improve the energy efficiency of city facilities and eǆpand residential and commercial energy efficiency 
programs for Atlanta resident and businesses.

Develop a stormǁater management program  along ǁith a dedicated storm ǁater management program 
funding source.

Implement plan, policies and strategies to improve resiliency and address eīects of climate change.
Support the development of DWM s͛ streambank restoration group that is developing practices and imple-
menting proũects to facilitate streambank protection and restoration.
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Eatural Resources ʹ Opportunities
Continue to utiliǌe the City of Atlanta �rosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance to monitor and en-
force soil control measures for land disturbing activities. Continue to enforce both state reƋuired and city 
reƋuired stream and river bank buīer reƋuirements to reduce the sediment loads in creeks and rivers.

�ducate the public on nonͲpoint source pollution͖ include developers, private and commercial businesses 
and institutions͖ target ǁatershed protection strategies to speciĮc groups͛ needs.

Continue implementation of the DistrictͲǁide Watershed Management Plan developed by the Metropoli-
tan North 'eorgia Water Planning District.
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HI STORI C RESOURCES

,istoric Resources ʹ Eeeds
Lack of value of historic resourcesͬlack of preservation of historic resources. Too much demolition of 
historic buildings. The poor condition of some historic resources make them endangered by neglect and 
continued deterioration.  
hndesignated, but potentially historic buildings, are demolished too freƋuently.  

Lack of aǁareness and education  regarding the history of the City, historic resource protection and revi-
taliǌation, preservation tools, the role of historic preservation in the City s͛ future and the value of historic 
preservation approaches.  

The City has very limited programs to directly assist ǁith the maintaining, physically improving or enhanc-
ing historic resources, particularly historic homes and those ǁith substantial deterioration.

All of the historic resources ǁorthy of protection or formal recognition have not been identiĮed, properly 
researched and promoted.

There are too feǁ links betǁeen historic preservation eīorts and heritage tourism ͬ promotion and eco-
nomic development.

The City has limited resources ;Įnancial, staī, etc.Ϳ to respond to reƋuests for the protection of historic 
resources ;particularly from neighborhood groupsͿ, to update eǆisting regulations and revieǁ applications.

The City s͛ local designation process ;particularly for potential districtsͿ reƋuires eǆtensive time, Įnancial, 
and other resource commitments to complete, limiting its potential application across the City.

,istoric Resources ʹ Opportunities
Partner ǁith other organiǌations to promote all aspects of the City s͛ history, historic resources, provide 
interpretation, and heritage tourism as a valuable component of the City s͛ future.  
Create guidelines for neǁ development and renovations in historic, but unprotected, neighborhoods and 
commercial areas.
Develop  programs to promote the City s͛ historic resources and their value to the City s͛ future to City 
agencies, the general public, potential developers, or other interested parties.

Promote eǆisting Įnancial resources, technical assistance programs, and economic incentive programs to 
the oǁners of historic properties in particular and potential historic districts in general.   
Partner ǁith other organiǌations to document and share the City s͛ history, including all of its varied topics 
and themes.  
Research opportunities to update and eǆpand the range of the City s͛ regulatory tools and enforcement 
techniƋues that relate to historic properties.   
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PUBLI C SAFETY

Puďlic Safety ʹ Eeeds
Illegal dumping, trash, litter, unkempt appearance in communities

Drugs, prostitution, drug houses, open and vacant houses and theŌs plague neighborhoods.

Continued need for Crime Reduction.
Need for improved technology and communication betǁeen agencies.

Salaries and compensation are not competitive ǁith other municipalities ǁithin the Atlanta Region. Police 
and Fire personnel are not able to aīord to live ǁithin the City
There are a number of Įre stations that are in disrepair and reƋuire maũor renovation andͬor replacement.

Many of APD s͛ and AFR  precincts and facilities are in immediate need of repair or replacement. In addi-
tion,  some of the eƋuipment is aging and needs enhancementͬreplacement. 

Lack of sufficient staīͬ the need to attract and retain a diversiĮed and eǆperienced ǁorkforce.  Loǁ staī-
ing and high response times aīect AFR s͛ ability to meet response targets.

Puďlic Safety ʹ Opportunities
sideo Integration hnit is eīective tool in crime reduction. Continue to eǆpand the netǁork of cameras.

Improve crime Įghtingͬreduction by creating specialiǌed units to combat speciĮc types of crime and en-
suring that police ǌones and beats are staīed and distributed proportionately, among other strategies.

Attract and retain a diversiĮed and eǆperienced ǁorkforce, develop a recruitment and retention strategy 
and establish a more competitive compensation package.

The Atlanta Police Department has conducted a comprehensive building and facility assessment in order 
to determine the maintenance and replacement needs of all facilities.  

APD is ǁorking is to improve the interoperable radio communications and the incident command system.

Provide funding for the building of additional Įre stations. More Įre stations spatially distributed through-
out the City ǁill shorten actual response times and increase AFRD s͛ ability to alǁays arrive to a scene 
ǁithin the reƋuired response time͖ and increase AFRD s͛ capacity to service neǁly developing areas.
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COMMUNI TY  FACI LI TI ES

tater and tasteǁater ͬ Community Facilities ʹ Eeeds
Replace aging collection system
�liminate seǁer spills and address capacity issues.
Maintain high Ƌuality ǁasteǁater treatment at costͲeīective rate.

Maintenanc e of the City’ s stormwater system 

�nsure long term ǁater supplyͬ Develop additional raǁ ǁater storage.

�nsure integrity of Chattahoochee Raǁ Water Intake. 
Replace City s͛ aging distribution and collection system.
Response time to customer complaints
Lack of funding for stormǁater management
Meet Consent Order reƋuirements and deadlines.
Provide storage for the Combined Seǁer OverŇoǁ ;CSOͿ system.
�liminate pressure and supply issues.
Develop additional raǁ ǁater storage

tater and tasteǁater ͬ Community Facilities Ͳ Opportunities

Reducing stormǁater runoī, preventing soil erosion and stormǁater contamination, and maintaining and 
developing the stormǁater system so as to prevent stormǁater damage and Ňooding. 
Develop a stormǁater management program from the ground up along ǁith a dedicated storm ǁater man-
agement program funding source.
Continue to support the City s͛ Clean Water Atlanta Program ǁhich provides funding to replace ǁater distri-
bution system. 

Develop the Bellǁood Yuarry to meet the City s͛ collective raǁ ǁater storage, greenspace, recreational and 
development needs.
Continue to implement ǁater conservation programs that reduce ǁater consumption.

Continue to support the development of the security upgrades and emergency planning reƋuired to pro-
tect the City s͛ utility systems. 
Improve ǁater supply and pressure and support Clean Water Atlanta Program.
Continue to provide public education ǁith respect to ǁater supply, conservation, treatment and proũect 
issues. 
Continue to support the Clean Water Atlanta program and DWM s͛ operational budget. The proũects identi-
Įed to date that are reƋuired to achieve these obũectives through ϮϬϮϳ are included in these programs.

Continue to support DWM s͛ budget to provide the staī necessary to manage customer complaints 
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PARK S

General Government ͬ Parks Θ Recreation Ͳ Eeeds
Atlanta s͛ park infrastructure suīers from loǁ level of investment, routine maintenance, repair, renovation 
and redevelopment is needed in many facilities. 
Public safety in Atlanta parks is an ongoing concern ǁith the public and reƋuiring continuing improvements 
in design, operations and enforcement.

Atlanta lacks sufficient acreage of parkland and other green space.  Lack of greenspaceͬ per capita park 
acreage is insufficient.

Many parks are not easily accessible to pedestrians from nearby neighborhoods because of lack of direct 
street access.
Aging infrastructure. The designed life cycle of many  City buildings have become are in poor condition and 
are obsolete for the intended purpose.

�ǆisting parks facilities and recreational programs do not meet community needs. 

City facilities need to fully comply ǁith federal government American Disabilities Act ;ADAͿ reƋuirements.

Lack of adeƋuate special event space puts undo pressure on eǆisting signature parks and causes lost oppor-
tunities for additional events, concerts and festivals.

Much of ǁhat parkland is in the inventory is not suitable for the provision of athletic Įelds and other recre-
ational facilities ǁhich reƋuire signiĮcant area and minimal topographic constraints.

General Government ͬ Parks Θ Recreation Ͳ Opportunities
Improve park security.
The City s͛ green infrastructure including parks and multiͲuse recreational trails, is a system that provides 
many beneĮts for Atlanta s͛ citiǌens ʹ social, educational and health Ͳ and encourages economic develop-
ment.
The Chattahoochee River Corridor can incorporate neǁ and eǆpanded parks, trails, greenǁays, improved 
ǁater Ƌuality and economic development.

Improve connectivity to parks, improve connectivityͬaccessibility to river and streams.
'reenspace and park are an contribute toǁards an improved Ƌuality of life and  for economic development.

Bond  program has provided the opportunity to replace and repair facilities. There are still opportunities to 
improve eǆisting parks and recreation facilities
Partnerships ǁith local community driven nonͲproĮt and volunteer organiǌations contribute toǁards  plan-
ning, implementation, maintenance and programming of parks and recreation facilities.

Increase acreage devoted to parks
Development and redevelopment pressures provide the opportunity to ͞groǁ͟ Atlanta s͛ green space 
through additions of public, semiͲpublic and private plaǌas, parks and other green spaces.

Park Master Plans for each park site guide the funding, proũect coordination of small proũects, and generate 
realistic proũect lists.
There is broad support for parks and green space among stakeholders for monetary, inͲkind donations and 
to undertake park improvements.
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TRANSPORTATI ON

Transportation ʹ Eeeds
Traffic Congestion.
Atlanta needs a seamlessly integrated public transportation netǁork ǁith various modes, technologies and 
classes of transit service along railroad corridors and multimodal streets connecting livable activity centers.
A large part of the transportation infrastructure has eǆceeded its eǆpected lifetime reducing system efficien-
cy and creating potentially unsafe travel conditions. Roadǁaysͬinfrastructure decay. There is overǁhelming 
need for repairͬmaintenance.

There is insufficient connectivity betǁeen pedestrian, bicycle, transit, and road facilities in the City of At-
lanta.
The City of Atlanta does not have an adeƋuate netǁork of ADA compliant sideǁalks, bicycle lanes, and trails 
ʹ those that eǆist are not ǁell linked.

There is too much oīͲstreet surface parking lots in the core business districts and busy activity centers. 
Increased annual funding is needed to maintain the city s͛ transportation netǁork. 

TransportationͲrelated pollutants are one of the largest contributors to unhealthy air Ƌuality. They are respi-
ratory irritants that can aggravate asthma.

,igh use of motor vehicle travel rather has resulted in  high accident rates and fatalities.

Atlanta is a preeminent freight hub for the Southeast, but this means that freight infrastructure is present 
throughout the City, oŌen in close proǆimity to neighborhoods and other areas sensitive to its impacts.

Redundancies and connectivity ǁithin road netǁorks are lacking in parts of Atlanta.
Atlanta s͛ current transportation systems contribute to air and ǁater pollution.

Development around truckͲrail freight intermodal yards in the City of Atlanta hampers truck access and 
restricts facility eǆpansion opportunities.

Transportation ʹ Opportunities
Bicycle and pedestrian facility planning, construction, and maintenance are cost eīective investments for 
eǆpanding transportation choices.

Streetcars, arterial bus rapid transit, and enhanced bus service ǁill  eǆpand transit options, attract more rid-
ers  and reduce single occupant vehicle use. 

PrivateͲpublic partnerships, i.e. Community Improvement Districts ;CIDsͿand ;TADsͿ in conũunction ǁith 
federal funds are possible funding sources for updating maũor corridors to meet complete street design stan-
dards inclusive of betǁeen pedestrian, bicycle, transit , and road facilities.

Promoteͬincrease ǁalkability and pedestrian accessibility. More streetscapes, lighting and trees.

MARTA has been actively involved in the development of Transit Oriented Development around transit sta-
tions. Many of the plans funded by ARC s͛ Livable Center s͛ Initiative program are centered around MARTA 
stations and improve connectivity.

Develop parking agency to provide centraliǌed parking in centers

Infrastructure bond and annual funding for maintenance is addressing some of the deferred maintenance 
and ADA reƋuirements.
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Transportation ʹ Opportunities
'reater education and enforcement are needed to improve safety for cyclists, pedestrians, and motorists 
alike.
The Connect Atlanta Plan encourages the construction of neǁ street connections via redevelopment to pro-
vided needed redundancies and connectivity ǁithin road netǁorks.

LAND USE

Land Use ͬ Urďan Design ʹ Eeeds
There is too much land dedicated to parking or other paved areas, particularly in Doǁntoǁn and Midtoǁn.
Lack of development in some parts of the city.  
Older homes are being replaced ǁith neǁer homes that are incompatible in scale, height, massing, siǌe and 
design.
The development pattern is some parts of the city discourages ǁalking and physical activity.
There is a lack of miǆ of uses ;like grocery stores, drugstores etc.Ϳ that serve adũacent to neighborhoods.
Lack of ǌoning enforcement
Maũor roadǁays are developed ǁith unattractive suburbanͬ auto oriented type development. 
Permiƫng process is cumbersome and lengthy.
Development patterns do not create a pedestrian oriented environmentͬ Development regulations alloǁ for 
suburban and auto oriented development.

Neǁ and inĮll development do not complement the character of the community due to lack of design guide-
lines and ǌoning standards.

Centers and corridors do not have enough density to support transit.
Industrial uses are being lost and redeveloped for nonͲindustrial uses. Residential and miǆed use develop-
ments in industrial areas are creating land use conŇicts.

Land Use ͬ Urďan Design Ͳ Opportunities
Support Transit Oriented Developmentͬdensity around transit.

Preserve eǆisting neighborhoods.
Alloǁ accessory units to provide for housing diversity and aīordability.
Redevelopment of centers and corridors provide the opportunity for pedestrian oriented and miǆed us 
development.
Reǁrite of the Zoning Ordinance ǁill promote development compatible ǁith eǆisting character of the each 
area.
Improved coordination betǁeen land use and transportation policies.
Promote housing in activity centers to increase ũob and housing ratio.

Need to focus on place making and developing sense of place particularly in centers and corridors.
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Andrew Smith

From: Jon West <Jon.West@dca.ga.gov>
Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2016 11:23 AM
To: Jared Lombard; Andrew Smith; Jonathan Tuley
Cc: PEMD OPQG Administration
Subject: Atlanta Revised CIE Annual Update Approval w Advisory

Jared, Andrew and Jon, 
 
Our staff has reviewed the revised Annual Capital Improvement Element (CIE) Update for the City of Atlanta and finds that it adequately addresses 
applicable requirements.  We do, however, have an advisory comment, below.  Please review the advisory comment with the local government 
before they move forward.  
The next step is for the local government to adopt the CIE Update.  As soon as your office provides written notice that the CIE Update has been 
adopted and provides DCA with a digital copy of the final adopted version of this document, we will notify the local government that its Qualified 
Local Government status has been extended.  If you have any questions, please contact us at 404‐679‐5279. 
 
Advisory Comments on the Annual CIE Update 
 

Schedule of Improvements Funded by Impact Fees 

 The schedule of improvements includes a number of specific projects which have been listed on the schedule for well beyond the typical 
five‐year planning/implementation timeline. The City should consider its commitment to the long‐term implementation of the projects 
included in the schedule of improvements and ensure that it actually intends to fulfill its commitments to complete these projects.  In 
doing so, the City should be mindful of the requirements of O.C.G.A. 36‐71‐9. Construction of projects must commence and/or funds 
must be encumbered within six years of the collection of impact fees for that purpose. Failure to do so renders those collected fees 
eligible for refund.  A footnote was made for the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs projects on page 557. Please provide information 
for Transportation – Public Works and Atlanta Fire and Rescue  projects that continue for more than 5 years.  Future annual CIE Updates 
must have this information in order to be approved.  We trust that the study the City has contracted with Duncan & Associates to provide 
will effectively address these issues.  If you have questions or we can assist as you move forward in that effort, please reach out to us. 

 
Thanks, 
 

 

 

Learn more about our commitment to fair housing.  

Jon A. West, AICP  
Senior Planner: Local & Intergovernmental Programs  
Georgia Department of Community Affairs 
60 Executive Park South, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia  30329  
Direct 404‐327‐6872 
Fax 770‐302‐9703 
Jon.West@dca.ga.gov  

 

 

396



1

Andrew Smith

From: Jon West <Jon.West@dca.ga.gov>
Sent: Thursday, November 10, 2016 11:24 AM
To: Jared Lombard; Andrew Smith; Jonathan Tuley
Cc: PEMD OPQG Administration
Subject: Atlanta Revised Plan Update Approval w Advisory

Jared, Andrew and Jon, 
 
Our staff has reviewed the revised comprehensive plan update for the City of Atlanta and determined that it adequately addresses the Minimum 
Standards for Local Comprehensive Planning. However, we have provided advisory comments that we believe could assist the local government in 
making its plan more useful.  Please review these comments with the local government before they adopt the plan update.  If you have any 
questions about our comments, please contact us at 404‐679‐5279. As soon as your office provides written notice that the plan has been adopted 
and provides DCA with a digital copy of the final adopted version of this document, we will award Qualified Local Government status to the local 
government. 
 

Community Work Program & Report of Accomplishments 

 The format and structure of this Community Work Program was quite different from those that are typically produced by other 
communities.  If the community finds this format useful, they are certainly welcome to continue using it; however, to help ensure that 
future Work Programs are as useful and usable as possible, we recommend taking a look at the Good Examples that DCA provides on its 
website to get ideas before preparing the next update of the Community Work Program. 

 
Thanks, 
 

 

 

Learn more about our commitment to fair housing.  

Jon A. West, AICP  
Senior Planner: Local & Intergovernmental Programs  
Georgia Department of Community Affairs 
60 Executive Park South, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia  30329  
Direct 404‐327‐6872 
Fax 770‐302‐9703 
Jon.West@dca.ga.gov  
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