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HIV. Gov has announced some tips for client with AIDS and related diseases. This information was last updated on July 9, 2020. This information may be located here:  https://www.hiv.gov/hiv-basics/staying-in-hiv-care/other-related-health-issues/coronavirus-covid-19.  A question was raised: If I Have HIV, Am I at Higher Risk of COVID-19? The site answered by advising the following:

At the present time, we have no specific information about the risk of COVID-19 in people with HIV. Older adults and people of any age who have a serious underlying medical condition might be at higher risk for severe illness, including people who are immunocompromised. The risk for people with HIV getting very sick is greatest in:
· People with a low CD4 cell count, and
· People not on HIV treatment (antiretroviral therapy or ART).

People with HIV can also be at increased risk of getting very sick with COVID-19 based on their age and other medical conditions. Continue taking your HIV medicine, follow the advice of your health care provider, and follow the coronavirus.gov guidance to keep yourself and others safe from COVID-19.

The site also provided resource and is noted below. 

COVID-19 and HIV: Federal Resources
Below are resources about coronavirus disease (COVID-19) from agencies across the federal government for people with HIV and the health care providers and organizations who work with them. Information is regularly being updated as we learn more in this evolving situation.
	
A. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
1. HUD COVID-19 Resources and Fact Sheets/   https://www.hud.gov/coronavirus.. —HUD has posted the FY 2020 allocations for the Office of Community Planning and Development's (CPD’s) formula programs, including Housing Opportunities for Persons With AIDS (HOPWA) grantees, as well as CARES Act supplemental funding for HOPWA programs and others.

2. Using HOPWA Program Funds for Infectious Disease Preparedness and Response/  https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5991/using-hopwa-program-funds-for-infectious-disease-preparedness-and-response/   —This resource describes how HOPWA grantees and project sponsors may use HOPWA funds to prepare for and respond to COVID-19.

B. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
1. CDC.gov/coronavirus—This site provides the latest public health and safety information on COVID-19 from CDC for consumers and the medical and health provider community.
2. COVID-19 and HIV/  https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/covid-19/index.html  —This page contains links to CDC resources on COVID-19 for people at risk for and with HIV, and for public health partners.
3. COVID-19: What People with HIV Should Know/ https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/covid-19/index.html  —This page answers frequently asked questions (FAQs) regarding the impact of COVID-19 on people with HIV.
4. People Who Are at Increased Risk for Severe Illness/ https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-increased-risk.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Fpeople-at-higher-risk.html  —This page provides links to information for those who are at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19: older adults, and people with underlying medical conditions, including those who are immunocompromised due to conditions such as having HIV and a low CD4 cell count or not being on HIV treatment.
5. How to Protect Yourself from COVID-19 If You Are Immunocompromised/  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/immunocompromised.html?deliveryName=USCDCNPIN_11-DM28847  —This page provides information for people with weakened immune systems on how to prevent COVID-19 and protect their health. There is additional information for specific conditions and risk factors.
6. HIV Self-Testing Guidance/   https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/dear_colleague/2020/dcl-042820-HIV-self-testing-guidance.html  —This CDC guidance addresses the use of HIV self-testing programs to supplement the HIV prevention efforts of health departments and community-based organizations during the COVID-19 pandemic.
7. Interim Guidance on Handling Non-COVID-19 Public Health Activities that Require Face-to-Face Interaction with Clients in the Clinic and Field in the Current COVID-19 Pandemic—This document addresses protecting public health workers engaged in activities that require face-to-face interaction with clients, including programs for HIV and other infectious diseases.
8. Interim Guidance for Syringe Services Programs/   https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/non-covid-19-client-interaction.html    —This guidance describes actions for jurisdictional public health authorities, as well as syringe services programs (SSPs), to support the health and well-being of their staff and the clientele they serve during the COVID-19 epidemic. SSPs provide a range of services to people with or at risk for HIV who inject drugs.
9. What You Can Do If You Are at Higher Risk of Severe Illness from COVID-19/  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/COVID19-What-You-Can-Do-High-Risk.pdf  —This consumer fact sheet offers information for those at higher risk of severe illness from COVID-19, including those who are immunocompromised due to conditions such as poorly controlled HIV or AIDS.

C. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
1. Coronavirus: How to Help/https://www.fema.gov/coronavirus/how-to-help  —This page provides information about how to volunteer and where to send donations.
2. Coronavirus Rumor Control/    https://www.fema.gov/coronavirus/rumor-control  —This page helps the public distinguish between rumors and facts regarding COVID-19.  All Americans, including those with HIV, should always go to trusted sources of information.

D. Health Resources and Services Administration’s (HRSA) HIV/AIDS Bureau (HAB)
1. National Institutes of Health (NIH) NIDA: Resources to Help Your Patients with Substance Use Disorders (SUD) During the COVID-19 Pandemic/ https://www.drugabuse.gov/nidamed-medical-health-professionals/resources-to-help-your-patients-sud-during-covid-19-pandemic  —This National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) page provides resources for medical professionals on SUD during the COVID-19 pandemic. Given the comorbidity of HIV and SUD, it may be of use to those who work with people with HIV.
2. NLM: COVID-19/  https://www.nlm.nih.gov/  —This National Library of Medicine (NLM) site provides links to clinical studies, journal articles, text mining collections, and other COVID-19 resources.

E. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)
1. SAMHSA.gov/coronavirus/   https://www.samhsa.gov/coronavirus.   —This site provides guidance and resources on the prevention and treatment of those with mental health and SUD as it relates to COVID-19.
2. SAMHSA: Tips for Social Distancing, Quarantine, and Isolation During an Infectious Disease Outbreak/   https://store.samhsa.gov/product/Taking-Care-of-Your-Behavioral-Health-Tips-for-Social-Distancing-Quarantine-and-Isolation-During-an-Infectious-Disease-Outbreak/PEP20-01-01-007.—This resource discusses what individuals may expect before, during, and after social distancing, quarantine, and isolation, and how to care for one's behavioral health.

F. Other Federal Resources
1. Telehealth.hhs.gov/  https://telehealth.hhs.gov/  —CDC recommends that people with HIV continue their HIV treatment and follow the advice of their health care provider to stay healthy during the COVID-19 pandemic. This includes staying in touch with their provider through telemedicine, if possible, or communicating via text or phone. This resource provides information about telemedicine and links to tools and resources for practitioners.
2. HHS Newsroom: Secretary Azar Announces Historic Expansion of Telehealth Access to Combat COVID-19/ https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/17/secretary-azar-announces-historic-expansion-of-telehealth-access-to-combat-covid-19.html  —This news release discusses the steps the Administration has taken to expand Americans' access to telehealth services during the COVID-19 outbreak.

G. For more information about COVID-19, visit these government sites:
1. Coronavirus.gov
2. CDC.gov/coronavirus
3. USA.gov/coronavirus
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