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Background
Safe Routes to School Atlanta (SRTS) is a K–12 program led by the Atlanta Department of
Transportation (ATLDOT) that seeks to make it safer and more inviting for students to walk, bike, and
roll to school. Through education, infrastructure improvements, and community engagement, the
program encourages youth to use active transportation modes as they travel within the City of Atlanta.

Existing Conditions
FL Stanton Elementary School, located in the Douglass Cluster, serves the neighborhoods of West Lake,
Mozley Park, and Hunter Hills. The school is positioned just west of Mozley Park and near the westside
BeltLine trail, offering a strategic location for encouraging safe pedestrian and bicycle access. Stanton
was selected for participation in the SRTS program based on key transportation safety metrics and
community characteristics:

· The school zone has recorded a significant number of traffic incidents, with 16 fatalities and 88
serious injuries since 2013.

· The area encompasses 2.15 miles of High Injury Network (HIN) roads, further reinforcing its
need for safety interventions.

In 2023, Propel ATL and the Alta Planning + Design team conducted a walk audit in this community as
part of a broader neighborhood study funded by a tactical urbanism grant. Although not school-
specific, this earlier effort engaged residents around FL Stanton Elementary and helped identify
infrastructure and safety priorities. Insights from that project, including recommended improvements,
have been integrated into this evaluation to ensure a comprehensive understanding of the
neighborhood’s mobility challenges.

Purpose of this Document
The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of the school walk audit for FL Stanton Elementary.
This audit was conducted in two key phases

1. Student Arrival Observation – a structured observation of student travel behaviors during
morning arrival.

2. Experiential Walk Audit – a participatory assessment of the walking environment in and around
the school zone.

Recommendations
The following map and table present a comprehensive set of infrastructure, maintenance, and
community program recommendations identified through the walk audit, student arrival observations,
and digital survey responses. Each recommendation addresses specific barriers to safe and
comfortable travel for FL Stanton Elementary School students, staff, and families. Observations were
organized by location and category, and the corresponding recommendations are intended to guide
coordinated action by the Atlanta Department of Transportation (ATLDOT), Atlanta Public Schools
(APS), FL Stanton Elementary School, and other relevant stakeholders. These proposed improvements
reflect both immediate needs and long-term investments to enhance walkability, bike access, and
overall safety in and around the school zone.

FL Stanton Elementary School
Safe Routes to School
Walk Audit Report
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RECOMMENDATIONS MAP
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PROJECT ID LOCATION RECOMMENDATION CATEGORY IMPLEMENTATION
PLAN

SES-01
M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW

Add school zone pavement markings
in both directions on M.L.K. Drive.
Move east and west Approach School
Zone signage to area with sufficient
driver visibility; add speed zone
flashers to west approach. Retime
flashers for daylight savings time.

School Zone
Improvement

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: Medium

SES-02
M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW

Add school zone pavement markings
in both directions on M.L.K. Drive.
Move east and west Approach School
Zone signage to area with sufficient
driver visibility; add speed zone
flashers to west approach. Retime
flashers for daylight savings time.

School Zone
Improvement

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: High

SES-03

Browning St
SW/Federal Dr
(Between
M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW and
School)

Add sidewalks between school
property line and M.L.K. Drive
intersection.

New
Pedestrian/Bic
ycle Facilities

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type: Major
Capital Project

Priority: Medium

SES-04

Browning St
SW (Between
W Lake to
Federal Dr)

Add sidewalks along length of
Browning St, especially at Federal
Drive intersection.

New
Pedestrian/Bic
ycle Facilities

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type: Major
Capital Project

Priority: Medium

SES-05 Mozley Park

Install new pedestrian
paths/sidewalks to make entrance to
Mozley Park buildings accessible
from adjacent streets and/or trails.

New
Pedestrian/Bic
ycle Facilities

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type: Minor
Capital Project

Priority: Medium

SES-06

M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW /
Browning St
SW

Raise mid-block crossing or
intersection to provide speed
reduction at or in advance of
intersection. Install splitter island on
Browning leg of intersection to guide
Drivers into correct lane.

Pedestrian
Crossings

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type: Minor
Capital Project

Priority: Medium

SES-07
M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW at Mozley
Park Entrance

Upgrade crossing to Pedestrian
Hybrid Beacon (PHB) so that lights
change red to stop.

Pedestrian
Crossings

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type: Minor
Capital Project

Priority: Medium
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SES-08
M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW /
Wellington St

Upgrade crossing to PHB so that
lights change red to stop.

Pedestrian
Crossings

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type: Minor
Capital Project

Priority: Medium

SES-09
M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW /
Mathewson Pl

Upgrade crossing to PHB so that
lights change red to stop.

Pedestrian
Crossings

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type: Minor
Capital Project

Priority: Medium

SES-10
Chappell Road
at CSX
Crossing

Install bedstead barrier, detectable
warning strip, dynamic envelope
markings, pedestrian surface
treatment and oversized ballast.

Pedestrian
Crossings

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: Medium

SES-11 Federal Dr
Make sidewalk segment between
school and property line ADA-
compliant.

Pedestrian/Bic
ycle Facility
Maintenance/I
mprovements

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type: Minor
Capital Project

Priority: High

SES-12 Browning St
SW Federal Dr

Temporary: add stop sign. Long term:
road diet and realign intersection to
make Browning clearly continuous
with a hard right turn to access the
park and school. Project should be
coordinated with sidewalk
installation.

Intersection
Improvement

Agency ATLDOT

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: Low

SES-13
Browning St
SW / Federal
Dr

Add wayfinding signage, art and
street murals in crosswalks and
intersections near the school to
improve visibility of the entrance,
raise driver awareness, normalize
walking and biking, all while fostering
a sense of community.

Signing and
Pavement
Markings

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: High

SES-14

M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW (Between
Racine St and
Chappell Rd)

Supplement existing warning signs
with overturn warning signage. Install
transverse rumble strips in advance
of each curve in each direction. Raise
mid-block crossing or intersection to
provide speed reduction at or in
advance of intersection.

Signing and
Pavement
Markings

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: Low
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SES-15

Browning St
SW (Between
Federal Dr and
M.L.K. Jr Dr
NW)

Repair potholes along corridor. Long
term: include resurfacing or
replacement in realignment project.

Maintenance
(Other)

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: High

SES-16
Lionel
Hampton Path
Trail

Repair and replace bollards to prevent
vehicle entry. Refresh signing and
striping with cyclist markings;
consider additional signage to
discourage vehicular entry.

Maintenance
(Other)

Agency: Atlanta Parks
and Recreation

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: High

SES-17
Lionel
Hampton Path
Trail

Repair, replace, and monitor gates
and fencing along length of rail
corridor bordering the trail and park.

Maintenance
(Other)

Agency: Atlanta Parks
and Recreation

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: Medium

SES-18
Lionel
Hampton Path
Trail

Schedule routine maintenance to
remove foliage to avoid impacts to
drainage; consider adding mural and
other placemaking elements

Maintenance
(Other)

Agency: ATLDOT

Project Type:
Tactical/Maintenance

Priority: High
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Student Arrival Observation Logistics
The morning observation phase was a
coordinated effort between consultants,
ATLDOT project management, and key school
personnel, including the crossing guard, safety
patrol officer, and teachers assigned to
morning bus duty that took place on March 20,
2025. Participants were strategically
positioned at main access points to the school
campus to observe student arrival behaviors
and interactions with traffic, sidewalks, and
crossings.

Before the arrival observation began, the group
gathered to review goals, roles, and specific
observation locations (Figure 1). After the
arrival period, team members reconvened to
debrief and share initial impressions, noting
traffic conditions, points of congestion, and
any recurring safety concerns observed during
the process.

Experiential Walk Audit
Logistics Following the arrival
observations, the experiential
walk audit was conducted from
9AM to 11AM to examine the
physical environment and
assess barriers to safe travel
within the broader school zone.
One primary route was
established, with an option for
participants to return via the
adjacent park trail (Figure 2).
Additionally, the audit team
extended the walk beyond the
school’s immediate area to
Browning Street, a route identified as a common path for students.

Audit participants included a diverse mix of stakeholders, such as representatives from the consultant
and ATLDOT project management teams, the school crossing guard, guardians, school staff, Parks and
Recreation personnel, and even animal control staff, reflecting the multi-agency approach needed to
tackle student travel safety holistically.

The audit began with a briefing to review the proposed walking route and discuss safety protocols. As
the group navigated the area, participants documented observations related to sidewalk conditions,
crossing safety, driver behavior, visibility, and environmental challenges. A post-walk discussion

FIGURE 1. MORNING OBSERVATION STAFFING LOCATIONS

FIGURE 2. WALK AUDIT ROUTE
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allowed attendees to reflect on findings and discuss immediate and long-term recommendations for
improving travel safety around the school.

Digital Survey
To broaden community input beyond those able to participate in person, a geospatial digital survey was
developed for stakeholders of FL Stanton Elementary School. This interactive tool allowed respondents
to identify and comment on specific areas of concern within the school’s parent responsibility zone
using an online map. The survey proved to be a convenient and accessible method for collecting
feedback from parents, guardians, staff, and community members who could not attend in person. In
total, 11 responses were received.

Walk Audit Findings
Together, the student arrival observation, experiential walk audit, and digital survey activities generated
insights into the safety and accessibility of FL Stanton Elementary. The data and reflections collected
from these efforts is summarized below.

Traffic Flow & Safety Issues at MLK Jr. Drive
· MLK Jr Drive intersection is positioned within a reverse and vertical curve, limiting visibility.
· There are documented cases of vehicles (including firetrucks) overturning due to speed and curve

geometry.
· Drivers speed to “catch the light” at the MLK intersection, creating high-risk conditions.
· Drivers often ignore red lights, speed, honk through crossings, and engage in illegal passing.
· Near-miss collisions and aggressive driving behavior observed at Browning intersection.
· Lack of visible wayfinding signs; visitors often get lost or make unsafe maneuvers.
Insufficient Signage & School Zone Visibility
· No road markings to identify the school zone.
· Westbound signage is far from the school with no flashing beacons.
· Eastbound signage is hidden behind the sidewalk, poorly positioned on a curve, and flashers are

ineffective/mistimed.
Pedestrian Safety & Sidewalk Conditions
· No sidewalks between the MLK intersection and the school property.
· Path from the school entrance to door includes stair sections and is not ADA-compliant.
· Several lampposts along Browning are broken or missing.
· Students escorted through grass to reach after-school programming.
· No designated walkway through the park to the community building.
Dog-Related Safety Incidents
· Students have been injured or killed by loose dogs while walking to school.
· Fear of dogs outweighs fear of traffic; students run into roads or seek shelter in abandoned

buildings.
· Nearby dog park may contribute to roaming dog activity.
· Community stressed need for educational programming on safe behavior around animals.
Park and Lionel-Hampton Path Security Concerns
· Open gates, broken fencing, illegal dumping, and unsupervised access to CSX/MARTA rail lines.
· Students have been harassed, assaulted, and injured in or near the park.
· No lighting along the trail contributes to break-ins and unsafe conditions.
· Park is not actually closed after designated hours.
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Community Disconnect & Lack of School Visibility
· Many residents and drivers are unaware of the school’s location.
· Absence of gateway treatments, identifiable signs, or consistent branding for the school zone.
· Locked gates at the school entrance hinder student pedestrian access.
· Reports of delays (1–2 months) in city maintenance for traffic signs, lighting, and clean-up.

Conclusion
The findings of this walk audit underscore the need for targeted infrastructure upgrades, better
maintenance, and programming strategies to improve student travel safety in the FL Stanton
Elementary School zone. The audit’s participatory approach helped surface local knowledge and lived
experience, providing a clearer picture of the community’s mobility challenges. Implementing the
outlined recommendations will require sustained interagency coordination and community
involvement. By addressing the physical and perceptual barriers to walking and biking, these
improvements can help create a safer environment for all who travel to and from FL Stanton
Elementary.
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Alta Planning + Design, Inc. 1 Client Name 

To:  City of Atlanta Safe Routes to School Department 

From:  Alta Planning + Design 

Date:  February 2025 

Re:  FL Stanton Listening Session 

Listening Session Notes  

Modes of Transportation: 
• Many students expressed enjoyment in walking to school, noting the peaceful environment and the ability to 

observe the neighborhood. 

• Some students feel nervous taking the bus due to crowding. 

• Concerns exist about winter conditions, including icy sidewalks and roads that may cause cars to lose control.  

• Some students and staff expressed interest in biking but noted limited bike infrastructure and the presence 
of debris in existing bike lanes. 

Traffic Safety: 

•  Speeding vehicles, particularly along MLK and Browning Street, pose a significant risk to students walking 

and biking to school. 

• Some students noted that even when the pedestrian light is red for cars, vehicles still speed through 

intersections. 

• There is concern about a lack of school zone signage near the entrance, with current signs placed too far 

away (ex. near the Shell gas station). 

• There is only one traffic officer present, and participants feel additional officers or crossing guards would 

improve safety. 

• Parents and students expressed interest in implementing flashing school zone lights, additional signage, and 

potentially speed bumps. 

• Concerns were raised about visibility due to tree overgrowth and parked cars blocking sightlines near 

crossings. 

Pedestrian Infrastructure: 

•  There are insufficient sidewalks in several areas, with students and staff sometimes walking on asphalt or 

through wet grass to avoid unsafe conditions. 

• Requests were made for more barriers or buffers between sidewalks and roadways to separate pedestrians 

from speeding vehicles. 
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• A raised crosswalk or pedestrian crossing signage was suggested to improve safety.  

• The lack of lighting in the early mornings makes walking feel unsafe, particularly in winter months.  

Concerns About Mozley Park and Community Areas: 

• Mozley Park is frequently used for recreational activities, but concerns were raised about loitering, disruptive 

behavior, and potential safety risks near the school. 

• There were reports of individuals gathering in the parking lot below the school, sometimes engaging in 

unsafe activities. 

• Requests were made for better coordination between the school and the park to ensure students' safety.  

Animal Safety: 

•  Several students and parents mentioned concerns about reactive or loose dogs along their walking routes.  

• A past severe dog-related incident was brought up as a lingering concern. 

• Requests were made for education on how to handle dog encounters while walking or biking to school.  

Enforcement and Compliance: 

• Parents and staff feel that APD is not responding adequately to safety concerns around the school.  

• Suggestions included adding police patrols, parked police cars with blue lights, and emergency blue light 

phones in strategic locations. 

• There was a request for a more significant police presence, particularly during drop-off and pick-up times. 

Drop-off and Pick-up Challenges: 

•  Many participants felt that car drop-off was safer than walking due to the presence of adults and school 

staff. 

• Concerns were raised about the school entrance being set back from the road, making it difficult for drivers 

to recognize the school zone. 

• Students expressed discomfort waiting outside in cold or dark conditions before school starts.  

• The gate at the bottom of the hill leading to the school is sometimes locked, preventing safe entry.  

Desired Improvements for Walking and Biking: 

• Increased school zone signage, particularly along MLK and Browning Street.  

• Installation of flashing school zone lights and speed bumps to slow traffic.  

• More lighting along walking routes for early morning and evening safety.  

• Expansion of sidewalks and bike lanes, including better maintenance of existing bike lanes.  

• More structured pedestrian crossings with additional signage or raised crosswalks.  
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• Creation of a walking school bus program or designated, supervised walking routes to increase comfort for 

students and families. 

• Implementation of a school-wide pedestrian and biking safety education program. 

 




