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Cover Images (from top left to bottom right):
•	 Award of Excellence 2025 | Adaptive Use 

BE on Edgewood  

•	 Award of Excellence 2025 | Individual/Organization 
Arelious Cooper Jr. in support of the Family of First Mural 

•	 Award of Excellence 2025 | New Construction 
Science Square Labs 

•	 Award of Excellence 2025 | Adaptive Use 
Ralph David House

•	 Award of Excellence 2025 | Urban Design 
The Legacy

Submitted images, documents and information may be used at any 
time by the City of Atlanta for the purpose of publication, promotion, 
illustration or advertising, in any manner or medium related to the 
Design Awards program.
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Frequently
Asked Questions
What are the Design Awards?
The City of Atlanta is always striving to improve its buildings, places, 
and neighborhoods. One way to do that is to recognize the projects, 
programs, and people who are making that happen.

The Design Awards are an opportunity for the public to nominate a 
project, place, program, or person that is making Atlanta a better 
place to live, work, and play.

How many awards are available for public submission 
and what are the types?

The public can submit nominations for two types of awards:

The Awards of Excellence are physical projects, programs, 
and sometimes people located in the City of Atlanta that 
have improved the city’s physical character. There are several 
submission categories for the Awards of Excellence. The Urban 
Design Commission selects Awards of Excellence winners. The 
Commission may limit the number of awards in each category, 
reject all nominations, or change the category of the nomination at 
its discretion.

The Jenny D. Thurston Memorial Award recognizes a person who 
has made outstanding contributions in historic preservation within 
the City of Atlanta. The nominations are reviewed, and a recipient 
is determined by a special panel.



Award of Excellence 2025 | Parks & Landscape Design 
Brownwood Park
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Submission
Requirements
A complete nomination package will include the 
following information/documents:
Digital submission instructions (preferred):
1.	 A completed Nomination Form.

2.	 A narrative limited to 500 words. 

3.	 For Awards of Excellence: 
	 10 images of the nominated project including before/after context 
	 photos, as appropriate. All photos should be shot in landscape 
	 format and saved as JPEG files in a single compressed ZIP folder, 
	 uploaded with online submission. 

	 For Jenny D. Thurston Memorial Award: 
	 1 image of the nominee, uploaded with online submission. 

4.	 Email to Leslie Battle-Williams 
	 at LNBattle-Williams@atlantaga.gov.

Hard copy submission instructions:
1.	 A completed Nomination Form (found in this booklet). 
	 Downloaded or photocopied versions of the form are acceptable.
2.	 A narrative limited to 500 words.
3.	 For Awards of Excellence: 
	 10 images of the nominated project including before/after 
	 context photos, as appropriate. All photos should be shot in 
	 landscape format and sent on one portable storage device or 
	 printed with clear resolution. All hard copy nomination materials 
	 shall be no larger than 8.5x11 in, collated, and stapled in the 
	 upper left-hand corner – DO NOT BIND.

	 For Jenny D. Thurston Memorial Award: 
	 1 image of the nominee, sent on one portable storage device 
	 or printed with clear resolution.
4.	 Mail to:
	 Robert Reed
	 Office of Design – Historic Preservation Studio
	 55 Trinity Avenue SW, Suite 3350 | Atlanta, GA 30303

Please note:
• Nomination materials will not be returned.

• All physical projects must be substantially complete,
   have been completed in the last two years, and must be in  
   the City of Atlanta corporate limits.

• Incomplete, late, emailed, or faxed nominations will 
   not be accepted.

• It is the sole responsibility of the nominator to ensure that 
   nomination packages are received by the Office of Design 
   within the submission deadline date and time.

Nomination deadlines
 Monday, March 2, 2026 by 4:00pm

 When nominations close, voting for the respective awards is 
 scheduled. Winners are notified directly and publicly announced 
 at the annual Design Awards event in late spring.

 This event is free and open to the public. 

 If you have questions about the nomination process, please contact
 Leslie Battle-Williams at LNBattle-Williams@AtlantaGA.gov.

mailto:LNBattle-Williams%40atlantaga.gov?subject=
mailto:LNBattle-Williams%40AtlantaGA.gov?subject=
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Award of Excellence Categories (please check only one)

Award Type (please check one)

Name of Project, Program or Individual being nominated

Award of Excellence Jenny D. Thurston Memorial Award

Urban Design
New Construction Interior Design of Public Spaces

Historic Preservation
Adaptive Use
Contextual Infill

Individual/Organization
Sustainable Design

Public Works of Art Parks & Landscape Design

Person Making the Nomination

Name:

Email:

Phone Number:

Affiliation with Project Nomination (if any):

Address of Project, Program, or Individual being nominated

Nomination Form Description of Nominated Project, Program, or Individual 
(500 words or less)



Award of Excellence 2025 | Adaptive Use 
Roosevelt Hall



12 13

About
the Commission
The Department of City Planning works to achieve Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s vision of the “Beloved Community”: a flourishing, inclusive 
city where all Atlantans thrive. To get there, we are following the plan 
laid out in the Atlanta City Design. We’re upholding building codes 
to keep city structures safe. We’re preserving the tree canopy that 
shades our sidewalks. We’re rewriting zoning ordinances to solve 
housing problems. And that’s just the beginning. Through our NPU 
system, residents like you can weigh in on the future of your city 
every step of the way. All for Atlanta, Atlanta for all. 

The Atlanta Urban Design Commission seeks to promote and 
recognize high quality design and development in the City of Atlanta 
through its annual Design Awards program. The Atlanta Urban Design 
Commission reviews plans and projects for historic buildings and 
districts in the City of Atlanta, as well as for City of Atlanta owned 
properties and rights-of-way, works of public art, and parks; all of 
which affect the aesthetic, cultural and historic quality of Atlanta’s 
urban experience.

Award of Excellence 2025 | Individual/Organization 
Lakewood Trash and Heather Graybill



Award of Excellence 2025 | Parks & Landscape Design 
The Camp
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