










To celebrate the victory, and to avert 
the resistance build up at Bobby 
Jones Golf Course, Mr. Holmes 
played his first round at North Fulton 
Golf Courses (now Chastain Park 
Golf Course) Christmas Eve. “I’m 
elated that he had the nerves and 
courage to break those barriers,” 
explains former NFL player and 
DPR Assistant Director of Facilities, 
Andre Townsend. “Black people 
have been playing [golf] for years!” 
 
In 1983, the former City of Atlanta 
Adams Park Golf Course was 
renamed Alfred “Tup” Holmes 
Memorial Golf Course. Many 
pictures and memorabilia are 
displayed inside the Pro Shop. Mr. 
Holmes passed away at the age 

of 50, yet his contributions are still 
opening doors. “There would be no 
Tiger Woods without Holmes and 
the Supreme Court ruling,” shares 
DPR Deputy Commissioner Alvin 
Dodson. Tup Holmes was inducted 
into the National Black Golf Hall of 
Fame in 2006 and the Georgia Golf 
Hall of Fame in 2012.  

Tup Holmes, Charles Bell and Oliver Wendell Holmes 
at North Fulton Golf Course (Courtesy Alfred “Tup” 
Holmes Memorial Golf Course) Tup Holmes, Dr. Hamilton Mayo Holmes and 

Oliver Wendell Holmes  (Courtesy Alfred “Tup” 
Holmes Memorial Golf Course)

larger than life
“Sharon Lester had a larger-than-life personality,” 

says DPR Recreation Director Ramondo Davidson.  

“She was feisty, fearless and an extremely competitive 

sportswoman.” Sharon was a USTA 4.5 player who 

managed Piedmont Tennis Center for eleven of her 
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She was a great support to the tennis community and 

assisted in coaching Grady High School’s girl’s tennis 

team. “Sharon Lester kept tennis fun while playing 
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all,” says Davidson. This beautiful spirit passed away  

unexpectantly in 2007 at the age of 44. The tennis 

center at Piedmont Park is named in her honor. We honor 

her legacy!
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Georgia Arbor Day falls on the third Friday of every 
February, and City of Atlanta Department of Parks 
and Recreation has much to celebrate in 2022. The 
work of the Office of Parks in the areas of urban and 
community-based forestry resulted in the City of 
Atlanta’s 37th consecutive Tree City USA Award from 
the Arbor Day Foundation and Georgia Forestry 
Commission. The award recognizes excellence 
in environmental stewardship, in particular the 
conservation and growth of a city’s tree canopy. 
 
The City of Atlanta along with community partners 
Trees Atlanta, Atlanta Downtown Improvement 
District, and Central Atlanta Progress kicked off 
a week of activities rejuvenating the city’s urban 
forest just in time for spring. Activities included 
the official launch of the Downtown Urban Tree 
Planting Plan in Walton Spring Park. The initiative is 
aimed at planting over 8,000 trees along streets as 
well as on underutilized land in the heart of Atlanta.
 
Through the Office of Parks contracted 
Neighborwoods program, Trees Atlanta lead 
Georgia Arbor Day tree-planting projects in Four 
Corners Park, Lindridge-Martin Manor, Armand 
Road Greenspace, Grove Park, Arthur Langford 
Jr. Park, and Cascade Springs Nature Preserve. 
Trees Atlanta also distributed native saplings 
free-of-charge to community members, who 
took home witch hazel, redbud, persimmon, and 
southern red oak trees to plant in their own yards.

CITY OF ATLANTA WINS 
TREE CITY USA AWARD 
FOR  37th YEAR!

Jasen Johns contributed this article and is a Senior Arborist 
with City of Atlanta.

Tup Holmes, Dr. Hamilton Mayo Holmes and 
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Advancing Recreation Programs 
Through Partnership 

The City of Atlanta Department of Parks and Recreation 
(DPR) has a longstanding partnership with the Atlanta 
Hawks and is designated a Junior Hawks Affiliate. 
State Farm joined forces with the two entities in 2018. 
“This collaboration adds a high level of value to the 
services we offer,” states Office of Recreation Director, 
Ramondo Davidson.  
 
The Tickets for Kids initiative is just one example of 
the expanded access Atlanta’s inner-city kids enjoy. 
Participants enrolled in athletic or cheer programs receive 
Hawks game-day access. Often, kids are pre-selected to 
interact with players during warm up, and rec centers 
attending appear on the jumbotron.   
 
The State Farm Good Neighbor Club is another way this 
partnership is making a difference through programming. 
Four City recreation centers host the club: Bessie Branham, 
William Walker, Pittman and most recently, Coan.  
 
In December 2021, Coan became the first and 
only State Farm Good Neighbor Club in the nation 
to offer a multi-sensory inclusion room for youth  
with varying sensory needs and disabilities. “We are  
the only location in the City of Atlanta Parks & Recreation 
that has a program for kids with special needs, ”shares 
Facility Manager, Diallo Robertson who originated 
the concept. The quiet space features a flat screen TV, 
video game console, books, iPads, classroom tables for 
homework assistance, a play area and more!  

The Office of Recreation recently received a $250K Boost 
Grant from the Georgia Recreation and Parks Association. 
The grant will be used to help fund additional after and 
out-of-school programs. Stay tuned. 
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Contact Us
If you have a story or topic that you’d like us to consider, email 
us at informdpr@atlantaga.gov.

Follow Us
FACEBOOK@ 
AtlantaDPRCA

INSTAGRAM@ 
ATLParksandRec

TWITTER@ 
ATLParksandRec
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EDITOR’S NOTE
This month, we acknowledge the countless 
men, women and children who daily 
display unwavering courage, ingenuity and 
resilience in the face of great adversity. 
We may never know their names or hear of 
their experiences, yet we know they exist. 
During Black History Month, we celebrated 
the known: those who have made a 
difference and for whose sacrifices we are 
the beneficiaries. Let us also celebrate 
the lesser known: the bus drivers, park 
workers, coaches, custodians, teachers 
and others who influence our lives – often 
unknowingly. We see you. Keep inspiring!

Yolanda Harris 
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Since 2020, expectations for parks and outdoor spaces 
have increased dramatically. No longer are parks nice-to-
haves; they are essential to our everyday quality of life. Can 
pre-pandemic design, management, and funding strategies 
keep pace with the increased reliance we have on parks? 
 
Park Pride’s 21st Annual Parks & Greenspace Conference 
aims to answer these questions and more. Join local and 
national thought-leaders, park professionals, and community 
members at the Southeast’s largest greenspace conference 
on Monday, March 28 at the Atlanta Botanical Garden. 
Together, we’ll explore new strategies and actions to create 
the parks and park systems that communities need NOW.  
Learn more and register at parkpride.org/conference.


