CITY COUNCIL
ATLANTA, GEORGIA
25-0-1341

AN ORDINANCE BY COUNCILMEMBER MICHAEL JULIAN BOND AS SUBSTITUTED BY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE TO AMEND THE ATLANTA
CITY CODE, PART Il (GENERAL ORDINANCES), CHAPTER 158 (VEGETATION), ARTICLE Il
(TREE PROTECTION), TO REQUIRE THAT AN ARBORIST MEETING TAKE PLACE AT THE
INITIAL STAGE OF THE TREE PERMITTING PROCESS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the City Of Atlanta recognizes the importance of preserving and managing its urban forest;
and

WHEREAS, the current tree permitting process presents challenges that can be mitigated through early
arborist consultation; and

WHEREAS, requiring an arborist meeting at the beginning of the permitting process will improve
compliance, streamline decision-making, and enhance tree preservation efforts.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, HEREBY ORDAINS as follows:

SECTION 1: Chapter 158, Article 1I, Division 1, Section 158-26 (Definitions) of the City of Atlanta
Code of Ordinances is hereby amended to add the definition of ‘Arborist meeting’ immediately
following the current definition of ‘Arborist division’ and immediately proceeding the current definition
of ‘Boundary tree’, where the definition of ‘Arborist meeting’ shall read as follows (with permanent
additions in underline font):

Arborist meeting: A formal consultation between the applicant and a city arborist to review tree impact,
preservation strategies, and compliance requirements, during which the arborist shall assess the
proposed project, provide guidance on tree preservation, and outline regulatory requirements. The
arborist’s recommendations shall be documented and included in the permit application. No application
shall be deemed accepted until the applicant attends an arborist meeting as defined in this article.

SECTION 2: That the amendments contained in this ordinance shall be effective immediately upon
approval.

SECTION 3: That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby waived to the
extent of the conflict only.

SECTION 4: That the Municipal Clerk is instructed to retain all legislative history references in the
codified version of Chapter 158, Article I, Division 1, Section 158-26 (Definitions), including Editor's
notes, and shall not delete any such references, but shall amend them to include this ordinance.
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Workflow List:
Atlanta City Council Completed 06/02/2025 1:00 PM
Community Development/Human Services Committee Completed 06/10/2025 1:30 PM
Atlanta City Council Completed 06/16/2025 1:00 PM
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Y REFERRED TO COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE
(<'E) WITHOUT OBJECTION
ﬁ RESULT: REFERRED WITHOUT OBJECTION Next: 6/10/2025 1:30 PM
D 06/10/25 Community Development/Human Services CommitteeFAVORABLE ON
— SUBSTITUTE
o
| RESULT: FAVORABLE ON SUBSTITUTE [6 TO 0] Next: 6/16/2025 1:00 PM
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