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Invasive Plant List

The City of Atlanta Department of Parks and Recreation defines invasive plants as plants that:

1. are not native to the Piedmont region of Georgia,
2. were introduced by humans (intentionally or unintentionally), and
3. cause or are likely to cause environmental harm.

The invasive plant list below includes plants that have been observed naturalizing and spreading within
Atlanta’s natural areas. These plants often outcompete our native plants, suppress growth and
regeneration, and reduce native biodiversity. These plants are not approved for planting in parks and

will be targeted for removal when found in natural areas.

Plant Type | Common Name Botanical Name Justification

Tree Camphortree Cinnamomum camphora GA Invasive Species Council

Tree Cherry Laurel, Carolina Prunus caroliniana COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Chinaberry Melia azedarach COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Elm, Chinese Ulmus parvifolia COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Golden Raintree Koelreuteria paniculata COA Invasive Tree List

Tree/Shrub | Holly, Chinese llex cornuta COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Magnolia, Southern Magnolia grandiflora Non-native to GA Piedmont,
spreads aggressively in
natural areas.

Tree Mimosa Albizia julibrissin COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Mulberry, Paper Broussonetia papyrifera COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Mulberry, White Morus alba COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Oak, Sawtooth Quercus acutissima COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Pagoda Tree, Japanese Styphnolobium japonicum | COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Parasol Tree, Chinese Firmiana simplex COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Pear, Callery (Bradford Pyrus calleryana COA Invasive Tree List

Pear)

Tree Princess Tree Paulownia tomentosa COA Invasive Tree List

Tree/Shrub | Privet, Chinese Ligustrum sinense COA Invasive Tree List

Tree/Shrub | Privet, Japanese Ligustrum japonicum COA Invasive Tree List

Tree/Shrub | Privet, Glossy Ligustrum lucidum COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Tallowtree, Chinese Triadica sebifera COA Invasive Tree List

Tree Tree of Heaven Ailanthus altissima COA Invasive Tree List

Shrub Bamboo, Sacred Nandina domestica GA Invasive Species Council

(Nandina)

Shrub Bamboo, Giant Timber Bambusa oldhamii Non-native, observed
spreading in Atlanta natural
areas

Shrub Bamboo, Golden Phyllostachys aurea GA Invasive Species Council

Shrub Burning Bush, Winged Euonymus alatus GA Invasive Species Council

Shrub Holly, Japanese llex crenata GA Invasive Species Council
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Shrub Honeysuckle, Amur Lonicera maackii GA Invasive Species Council
Shrub Honeysuckle, Fragrant Lonicera fragrantissima GA Invasive Species Council
Shrub Mahonia, Leatherleaf Mahonia bealei GA Invasive Species Council
Shrub Olive, Autumn Elaeagnus umbellata GA Invasive Species Council
Shrub Olive, Thorny Elaeagnus pungens GA Invasive Species Council
(Silverthorn)
Shrub Orange, Trifoliate Citrus trifoliata GA Invasive Species Council
Shrub Rose, Cherokee Rosa laevigata GA Invasive Species Council
Shrub Rose, Multiflora Rosa multiflora GA Invasive Species Council
Shrub Rose of Sharon Hibiscus syriacus GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Bittersweet, Chinese Celastrus orbiculatus GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Chocolate Vine Akebia quinate GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Clematis, Sweet Autumn Clematis terniflora GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Honeysuckle, Japanese Lonicera japonica GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Hops, Japanese Humulus japonicus Invasive Plant Atlas of the
United States
Vine Ivy, English Hedera helix GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Kudzu Pueraria montana GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Morning Glory, Common | Ipomoea purpurea GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Porcelain Berry Ampelopsis GA Invasive Species Council
previpedunculata
Vine Wintercreeper Euonymus fortune GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Wisteria, Chinese Wisteria sinensis GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Wisteria, Japanese Wisteria floribunda GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Yam, Air (Air Potato) Dioscorea bulbifera GA Invasive Species Council
Vine Yam, Chinese Dioscorea polystachya GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Beefsteak plant Perilla frutescens GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Blackberry, Himalayan Rubus armeniacus GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Celandine, Lesser Ranunculus ficaria Invasive Plant Atlas of the
United States
Herb Chaff Flower, Japanese Achyranthes japonica GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Cornflower Centaurea cyanus GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Dayflower, Asiatic Commelina benghalensis | GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Fern, Autumn Dryopteris erythrosora GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Fern, Japanese Climbing | Lygodium japonicum GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Ivy, Ground Glechoma hederacea COA Riparian Buffer
Requirements
Herb Johnsongrass Sorghum halepense GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Knotweed, Japanese Reynoutria japonica GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Ladysthumb Persicaria maculosa GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Ladysthumb, Oriental Persicaria longiseta GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Lespedeza, Sericea Lespedeza cuneata GA Invasive Species Council
Herb Lespedeza, Shrubby Lespedeza bicolor GA Invasive Species Council

CITY OF ATLANTA DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

OFFICE OF NATURAL RESOURCES




Invasive Plant List

Herb Mondo Grass (Dwarf Ophiopogon japonicus Invasive Plant Atlas of the
Lilyturf) United States

Herb Monkey Grass (Creeping | Liriope spicata GA Invasive Species Council
Lilyturf)

Herb Monkey Grass (Lilyturf) Liriope muscari GA Invasive Species Council

Herb Daisy, Oxeye Leucanthemum vulgare GA Invasive Species Council

Herb Periwinkle, Big Vinca major GA Invasive Species Council

Herb Periwinkle, Common Vinca minor GA Invasive Species Council

Herb Silvergrass, Chinese Miscanthus sinensis GA Invasive Species Council

Herb Stiltgrass, Japanese Microstegium vimineum GA Invasive Species Council
(Nepalese browntop)

Herb Tropical Soda Apple Solanum viarum GA Invasive Species Council

Herb Vervain, Tall Verbena bonariensis GA Invasive Species Council

Aquatic Alligator Weed Alternanthera COA Riparian Buffer

Plant philoxeroides Regulations

Aquatic Dayflower, Marsh Murdannia keisak COA Riparian Buffer

Plant Regulations

Aquatic Hydrilla Hydrilla verticillata COA Riparian Buffer

Plant Regulations

Aquatic Water hyacinth Eichornia crassipes COA Riparian Buffer

Plant Regulations
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