Department of

GITY PLANNING
Office of Buildings

Department of City Planning (DCP) Policy Notice

Subject: Discontinuation of Structural Integrity and Habitability Inspections for Unsafe Structure
Determinations

Effective Date: Effective Immediately

Purpose

This policy serves to inform property owners, contractors, and the general public of changes to
the Department of City Planning Office of Building’s inspection procedures related to structural
integrity and unsafe structure determinations for demolition permits.

Policy Statement

Effective immediately, the Department of City Planning (DCP) Office of Buildings (OOB) will no
longer conduct inspections to determine the structural integrity or habitability of any structure for
the purpose of declaring it unsafe or ordering demolition.

Property owners are now responsible for obtaining an evaluation from a Georgia-licensed
professional engineer (structural or civil) to assess the condition of their structure. The engineer
must provide a written and signed letter of declaration verifying whether the structure is unsafe,
unsound, or otherwise uninhabitable.

This documentation must be submitted to OOB as part of any applicable demolition permit
application. This process does not eliminate or replace any other permitting requirements,
including but not limited to Special Administrative Permits (SAPs), proposed build-back plans, or
any additional documents required for subsequent reviews.

City-Ordered Demolitions

Please note that OOB inspectors will continue to conduct inspections only for “in-rem”
demolition cases initiated and ordered by the City of Atlanta Police Department (APD). All other
structural condition determinations will require an independent, state licensed engineer’'s
assessment.

For questions regarding this policy or the submission process, please contact:

Department of City Planning Office of Buildings at (404)546-8400 or (404)330-6150



