
Executive Order 
Office of the Mayor 
City of Atlanta 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 2026-J2_ '-/ 
BY THE MAYOR 

DIRECTING THAT THE DIRECTORS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CITY 
PLANNING'S OFFICE OF BUILDINGS AND THE OFFICE OF ZONING AND 
DEVELOPMENT TO REFUSE TO ACCEPT NEW APPLICATIONS FOR 
BUILDING PERMITS, LAND DISTURBANCE PERMITS, SPECIAL USE 
PERMITS, SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE PERMITS, AND APPLICATIONS FOR 
REZONING FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF SELF-STORAGE FACILITIES, 
SECURE-STORAGE FACILITIES, AND MIXED-USED STORAGE FACILITIES 
IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE STATUS QUO AND GIVE THE ATLANTA 
CITY COUNCIL TIME TO CONSIDER AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY OF 
ATLANTA ZONING CODE RELATED TO SUCH FACILITIES AND TO IMPOSE 
A MORATORIUM. 

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta ("City") has been vested with substantial powers, rights and functions to 
generally regulate the practice, conduct or use of property for the purposes of maintaining health, morals, 
safety, peace, and the general welfare of the City of Atlanta; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Atlanta ("City") acknowledges a need for facilities where residents and business 
owners alike can keep their personal affects and inventmy while also acknowledging that assessing the 
appropriateness oflocations for self-storage facilities is critical to maintaining and encouraging vibrant and 
walkable communities with a diverse range of nearby goods, services, and amenities; and 

WHEREAS, self-storage facilities often span a considerable portion of neighborhood blocks with ample 
driveways and parking spaces, are frequented by vehicular and truck traffic, generate ve1y few jobs for 
nearby residents, and can curtail commercial vitality along key neighborhood corridors; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 26-0-1397, (the proposed self-storage Zoning Code amendment), 
which is currently on the Atlanta City Council's Zoning Committee agenda pending the completion of the 
state's Zoning Procedures Law public notice and hearing requirements, the Atlanta City Council is 
considering whether to amend the City's Zoning Code to adopt a Special Use Permit process for the 
construction of self-storage facilities throughout the City of Atlanta where such facilities are currently 
permitted; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed self-storage Zoning Code amendment provides that the adoption of a Special 
Use Permit process for the construction of self-storage facilities would provide the City of Atlanta with an 
oppmtunity to review such facilities potential impacts on neighborhoods to ensure that the location of the 
self-storage facility aligns with the city's goals for walkability, safe streets, dynamic neighborhoods, and 
access to nearby jobs; and 

WHEREAS, because the Zoning Procedures Law public notice and hearing requirements may take as many 
as 180 days to complete, Ordinance 26-0-1396, (the proposed self-storage moratorium ordinance) was 
introduced concurrently with the proposed self-storage Zoning Code amendment, pursuant to which the 
Atlanta City Council would impose a 180 day moratorium on the acceptance of new applications for 
building permits, land disturbance permits, special use permits, special administrative permits, and 
applications for rezoning for the construction of self-storage facilities, secure-storage facilities, and mixed-



used storage facilities, and thereby hold the status quo while the Atlanta City Council considers the 
proposed self-storage Zoning Code amendment; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed self-storage moratorium ordinance is scheduled to be adopted by the Atlanta 
City Council during its meeting on July 6, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, moratoria are a well-recognized and comt-sanctioned land use tools in fu1therance of local 
planning and zoning powers by preserving the status quo while the governing authority formulates a more 
permanent development strategy; Tahoe-Sierra Preservation Council, Inc. v. Tahoe Regional Planning 
Agency, 535 U.S. 302 (2002); City of Roswell v. Outdoor Systems, Inc., 274 Ga. 130 (2001): and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 2-182 of the City of Atlanta Code of Ordinances, the Mayor may issue 
executive orders which apply to events of sh01t duration, and which expire at the next meeting of Atlanta 
City Council subsequent to the issuance thereof unless ratified by a majority vote of the members present 
and voting; and 

WHEREAS, to ensure the effectiveness of the proposed self-storage moratorium is preserved, it is my 
desire to issue an executive order to maintain the status quo and prevent the acceptance of new applications 
for building permits, land disturbance permits, special use pe1mits, special administrative permits, and 
applications for rezoning for the construction of self-storage facilities, secure-storage facilities, and mixed­
used storage facilities, between the date of execution of this executive order and the next meeting of the 
Atlanta City Council, on July 6, 2026. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, ANDRE DICKENS, AS MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, HEREBY 
AUTHORIZE, ORDER AND DIRECT AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: That as of the date of execution of this order, the Directors of the Department of City 
Planning's Office of Buildings and Office of Zoning and Development are hereby authorized, ordered and 
directed to refuse to accept new applications for building permits, land disturbance pe1mits, special use 
permits, special administrative permits, and applications for rezoning for the construction of self-storage 
facilities, secure-storage facilities, and mixed-used storage facilities. 

SECTION 2: This order shall not apply to building permits for repair or remediation work required for 
emergency work related to any life safety concerns at a particular building. 

SECTION 3: This order shall remain in effect until the next City Council meeting. 

SO ORDERED this~ 4' day of June, 2026. 


